
RESISTANCE  ROUND OF THE EXCLUDED FROM SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
PUBLIC MANIFESTO 

 
The communities gathered in this Resistance Round of the Excluded, activity linked to the People’s 
Summit on Rio+20, come to international community to express their profound indignation and 
disposal for resistance and struggle against the consolidated complaints below: 
 
We denounce the false discourse of environmental protection to promote the eviction of poor urban 
communities, emphasizing the creation of protected areas on the territories occupied by 
communities and, on the other hand, facilitating or eliminating the same rules for areas of interest 
of speculative capital. In the case of Jacarepaguá Lagoon, environmental agencies allowed the 
reduction of its water surface through landfills to meet interests of road works (Transcarioca) and 
spaces created for mega events (Park of Athletes / Rock in Rio), but they claim against the 
occupation of protected shorelines by communities Arroio Pavuna and Vila Autódromo in order to 
remove them. 
 
We denounce the use of technical reports and interdict orders to justify the removal of families by 
environmental risk, signed by unskilled nor registered professionals. Many areas of Morro da 
Providência and several communities in Rio de Janeiro have been suffering with this threat. 
 
Relating to the violation of the archaeological heritage, we denounce the practice of sampled 
rescue of pieces that should be part of a more effective recovery and preservation. These practices 
reduce the memory to a mere tourist attraction, sterilize our knowledge about the past and cause 
an atrophy in the possibilities of building a better and more inclusive future for everybody. We 
denounce the practice of imposing the retrofit technique rather than a preservation of old buildings 
integrated with new developments planned. 
 
We denounce the widespread practice of coercive approach, supposedly made by public servants, 
not identified, without qualification and not registered in their professional councils, to families ink-
marked for expulsion from their territories. We denounce the non-compliance of civil rights already 
enshrined in the Brazilian Constitution and various international treaties, that promotes a State of 
Exception that favors occasional interests, rather than the urgent needs of communities. 
 
So many complaints face fierce obstacles to become public, because the corporate media in Brazil 
is a partner of many projects currently underway (Museums in the port area, broadcasts of sporting 
events etc.). Similarly, public institutions for defense of rights of the population suffer from many 
interferences, sometimes personal relationships (State Prosecutor's Office, Judiciary), sometimes 
political pressures (Public Defenders) that end up restricting their activities in the legal actions and 
legitimizing authoritarian and absolutely illegal actions of Federal, State and Municipal 
governments. 
 
This shielding policy and its corresponding "smokescreen" media forge an image of Rio de Janeiro 
happy and prosperous, hiding the reality of institutionalized violence, ongoing violations of human 
rights and a obscure outlook for the future of our communities, in socio-environmental, cultural and 
economic terms. 
 
Thus, residents of the Vila Autódromo, Arroio Pavua, different areas of Morro da Providência and 
the port area of Rio de Janeiro call upon all movements and organizations of human rights 
defence, of Social and Environmental Justice, to help us bring these complaints to all international 
forums and spaces where they can be processed and investigated. Public institutions in the State 
of Rio de Janeiro are no longer legitimate and no more reliable for such a function. 
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